2

3

With many people across the world discovering the joy of the written word
over the past two years, what better time to launch a Literary Festival? It is
a first for Bude and we warmly welcome everyone to be part of it.
Over just five days in May there are 75 individual opportunities for people
of all ages to be fascinated and inspired by authors and poets; to listen to local live music; to
learn about Bude’s literary history; to have a go at calligraphy or book binding or
illustrations; to enjoy an early morning storytime for children; to relax with a top class
comedian or an open air theatre event; to help to launch a community book; to learn to write
comedy or find a publisher, or enter one of three competitions (with valuable prizes!) for all the
family.
Local writers and performers will be rubbing shoulders with award winning novelists,
illustrators, comedians, poets and performers including Raynor Winn, Patrick Gale, Satish
Kumar, Emily Hamilton, Henry Normal, Julie Sykes, Andy Parsons, Natalie Fée, Rob Auton and
Jim Causley plus many more. Local schools will host free workshops by renowned writers. Many
events are free and those with a ticket price are set at a modest rate to encourage as many
people as possible to be part of this inaugural Bude Literary Festival. Enjoy!
Richard Wolfenden-Brown
North Coast Arts

Map Key
1. The Castle, Festival Office
& Pop-up Bookshop
2. Bude Library
3. The Bandstand
4. Bude Light
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COMPETITIONS
‘Beyond the Beach’ Flash Fiction Competitions for
8-11yrs and 12-18yrs
Write an original short story on the theme of ‘Beyond The
Beach’ and win vouchers to spend in local shops.
8-11 years: write up to 500 words
12 -18 years: write up to 1000 words
Festival sponsors, Spencer Thorn will judge the competition.
Voucher Prizes: 1st: £50 2nd: £30 3rd: £20 in each age range
Send your entry by 6 May 2022 to Flash Fiction Comp, c/o The Castle, The
Wharf, Bude, EX23 8LG or email them to lredhead@bude-stratton.gov.uk . You
can also pass them to The Castle or Bude Library. Remember to provide your
name, age and contact details. The prize winners will be offered the chance
to read their winning stories at one of our festival events.

Design a Book Cover Competition
Choose a favourite book that you have read and design a new
cover for it.
Category 1: 8-11yrs entries
Category 2: 12-18yrs entries
Festival sponsors, Spencer Thorn will judge the competition.
Voucher Prizes: 1st: £50 2nd: £30 3rd: £20 in each age range
Send your entry by 6 May 2022 to Book Cover Competition , c/o The Castle, The
Wharf, Bude, EX23 8LG or email them to lredhead@bude-stratton.gov.uk You
can also pass them to The Castle or Bude Library. Remember to provide your
name, age and contact details.
The prize winners will be have their book cover designs displayed at Spencer
Thorn Bookshop
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COMPETITIONS
Bude Lit Fest Book Quiz Competition
Pick up an entry form from Spencer Thorn Bookshop for a £1
donation to ‘Read For Good’ (a charity that provides books and
storytellers for children in UK hospitals.)
Look out for this logo

in the window of 20 participating local shops. Answer the
question in each shop window about a well known book.
Send all your 20 answers by 6 May 2022 to Bude Lit Fest Book
Quiz Competition, c/o The Castle, The Wharf, Bude, EX23 8LG or
email them to: lredhead@bude-stratton.gov.uk
Remember to provide your name
and contact details.

£25 Book Vouchers to three winners
selected from all correct entries.
(The winners will be announced at
The Big Bude Family Literary Festival
Quiz at 7pm on Sat 21 May)
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SCHOOL WORKSHOPS
School Workshops
Several writers will deliver 14 free workshops and short performances in local
schools. They include:
 Ellie Jackson: Environmental Storytelling
 Rosa Rebecka: Song Lyric Writing

 Julie Sykes: Environmental Storytelling
 Laraine Turner: Readings from the ‘Kids of Kernow’ stories
 Luke Wright: Pandemic Poetry
 Kate Werran (and her Dad): Readings from ‘An American Uprising in

Second World War England: Mutiny in the Duchy’
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W E D N E S D A Y 1 8 M AY
Time

Guest

Event Details

Venue

Ticket
Price

10am - 10:30am

Rachel Walden &
Becky Rowland

Storytelling for 3-5year olds

Meet at
The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free

10am - 11am

Paul Wreyford

A Beginner’s Guide to
Writing a Book and Finding
a Publisher

Bude Library

£3

10am - 12noon

Clair Roberts

Illustration & Bookbinding
Workshop

The Kitchen Front*

£5

11am - 12noon

Piers Brendon

Sea Scenes around the
Delectable Duchy

Willoughby Gallery,
The Castle

£3

12noon - 1pm

Vyvyen Brendon

Children at Sea: Lives
Shaped by the Waves

Willoughby Gallery,
The Castle

£3

1pm - 2pm

The Barrel
Tappers

Live Music on The Castle
Lawn

The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free

2pm - 3pm

Satish Kumar

Pilgrimage for Peace

Willoughby Gallery,
The Castle

£7

2pm - 4pm

Clair Roberts

Illustration & Bookbinding
Workshop

The Kitchen Front*

£5

3:30pm - 4:45pm

Jim Causley

The Poetry of Charles
Causley

Willoughby Gallery,
The Castle

£5

4:30pm - 5:30pm

Laraine Turner

Kids of Kernow

Bude Library

Free

6pm - 7:30pm

Luke Wright

Award Winning Best
Spoken Word Performer

Ivor Potter Hall,
The Parkhouse Centre

£7**

8pm - 9pm

Patrick Gale

Mother’s Boy

Ivor Potter Hall,
The Parkhouse Centre

£7

Tickets from:
Local Tickets: Spencer Thorn Bookshop, Bude Tourist Information Centre or visit
budelitfest.co.uk. for online purchases. See page 36 for more information.
* Book direct with Clair via clair@thekitchenfront.co.uk. 8yrs + (10 people max per group)
** Under 25 years go free
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W E D N E S D A Y 1 8 M AY
10:00am - 11:00am

10am - 10:30am

Paul Wreyford - A Beginner’s

Storytelling for
3-5 year olds

Guide to Writing a Book and
Finding a Publisher
Bude Library

£3

Meet at The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free Event
Rachel & Becky will share 30

Everyone has a book in them...

minutes of open air stories,

Bude author Paul Wreyford will help you free
that bestseller from within. Paul has
had eight books published the
traditional way and will offer advice
on how you too can get into print –
from getting started, to approaching
publishers and agents.

singing, signing & fun!

11:00am - 12noon

Piers Brendon - ‘Sea Scenes around
the Delectable Duchy’
Willoughby Gallery, The Castle

£3
This talk explores the vital part played by the sea in the
literary and imaginative life of Cornwall. It focuses on two of the county’s most celebrated
writers, Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch, who was intoxicated by the “magic of the sea”, and
Robert Stephen Hawker, who found in the “ever-striking scene of the Sea … a storehouse
of incident and imagery”. The Delectable Duchy is a peninsula at the extremity of an island
and, as Piers Brendon shows, its people have always been surrounded, figuratively as well
as literally, by brine.
Dr Piers Brendon was born in Poughill and spent his early childhood in Bude. He is the
author of sixteen books, including Hawker of Morwenstow (1975), and he has edited a
selection of Hawker’s Cornish Ballads & Other Poems. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of
Literature.
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W E D N E S D A Y 1 8 M AY
10:00am - 12 noon and 2pm - 4pm

Clair Roberts - Illustration & Bookbinding
Workshops
The Kitchen Front, Bark House, Lower Wharf, Bude, EX23 8LG

£5 per 2 hr session (8yrs+) 10 people max per group
Book direct with Clair via clair@thekitchenfront.co.uk

12noon - 1pm

1pm - 2pm

Vyvyen Brendon ‘Children at Sea: Lives
Shaped by the Waves’

The Barrel
Tappers

Willoughby Gallery,
The Castle

Free

£3
Vyvyen Brendon is the great-granddaughter of a
Scillonian master mariner, who signed on as an
apprentice at fourteen and died while still at sea, as
did four of his brothers. This is what inspired her to
write Children at Sea,
which tells the stories of
youngsters who left
home to cross the oceans
as transported convicts,
slaves, midshipmen or
migrants. The talk will
focus especially on the
sea-journeys of those
born, as she was herself,
in the West Country.

The Bandstand,
The Castle

The Barrel Tappers is
a 4-piece band that
emerged from The
Barrel micro pub in
Bude. They play Celtic
music mixed with
traditional and are
delighted to play at the
Literary Festival in
addition to their regular
Friday night Barrel gig.
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W E D N E S D A Y 1 8 M AY

2pm - 3pm

Satish Kumar - ‘Pilgrimage for Peace’
Willoughby Gallery, The Castle

£7
Peace-pilgrim, life-long activist, founder of Schumacher College and The
Resurgence Trust and former monk, Satish Kumar has been inspiring global
change for over 50 years. Aged 9, Satish renounced the world and joined the
wandering Jain monks. Inspired by Gandhi, he decided at 18 that he could
achieve more back in the world and soon undertook a peace-pilgrimage, walking
without money from India to America in the name of nuclear disarmament. Now
in his 80s, Satish has devoted his life to campaigning for ecological regeneration,
social justice and spiritual fulfilment. Satish appears regularly on
podcasts, radio and television shows. He has been interviewed by
Richard Dawkins, Russell Brand and Annie Lennox, appearing as a
guest on Radio 4's Desert Island Discs, Thought for the Day and
Midweek. An acclaimed international speaker and author, Satish’s
autobiography sold over 50,000 copies, inspiring change around
the world. Satish will be interviewed by Dr Paul Fitzpatrick.

3:30pm - 4:45pm

Jim Causley - ‘The Poetry of Charles Causley’
Willoughby Gallery, The Castle

£5
Jim presents his musical settings of poems by his relative, the
celebrated Cornish poet Charles Causley. In 2017 Charles’ centenary
was celebrated with a BBC biopic film about his life featuring interviews with well-loved
modern poets and the soundtrack to the film was made up entirely of the music from
Jim’s album ‘Cyprus Well’, recorded in the late poet’s house. Jim will introduce you to
Charles with fascinating stories about his life and leaving the audience with a real sense
of the man behind the spellbinding poetry.
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W E D N E S D A Y 1 8 M AY
4:30pm - 5:30pm

Laraine Turner - ‘Kids of Kernow’
Bude Library

Free
Local children's Author of the ‘Kids of Kernow’ series - Lally A Turner - will be
visiting local primary schools during the day reading excerpts from her books
and sharing Kernow magic to help magic away fears and anxieties. The day will
culminate with this reading of Book 2, Mossy Casts a Spell in Bude, at Bude
Library, followed by a book signing. Suitable for 7yrs +

6:00pm - 7:30pm

Luke Wright
Ivor Potter Hall, The Parkhouse Centre
£7 (Free for under 25s)
Whether he’s opening for the Libertines or reciting
Georgian ballads down your local, Luke Wright is
adept at taking poetry places it doesn’t normally go.
John Cooper Clarke’s regular warm-up guy writes
poems that are tender, riotous, caustic and romantic
then delivers them with the ferocity and panache of
a raconteur at the top of his game. Expect
deliciously funny poems set against a backdrop of
pandemic politics, ageing parents, and the endless,
droning culture war. Luke won the Saboteur Award
for Best Spoken Word Performer 2021
Wright’s third collection, The Feel-Good Movie of
the Year, is out now from Penned in the Margins.
‘His performances rumble with rage, passion and
humour.’ The Guardian
‘The bard of lockdown’ The Telegraph
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W E D N E S D A Y 1 8 M AY

8pm - 9pm

Patrick Gale - ‘Mother’s Boy’
Ivor Potter Hall, The Parkhouse Centre

£7
From the bestselling author of ‘A Place Called Winter’
comes ‘Mother's Boy’, a superb historical novel of
Cornwall, class, desire and two world wars. Laura, an
impoverished Cornish girl, meets her husband when they
are both in service in Teignmouth in 1916. They have a baby, Charles, but Laura's
husband returns home from the trenches a damaged man, already ill with the
tuberculosis that will soon leave her a widow. In a small, class-obsessed town
she raises her boy alone, working as a laundress, and gradually becomes aware
that he is some kind of genius. Charles signs up for the navy and his escape from
the tight, gossipy confines of Launceston to the colour and violence of war sees
him blossom as he experiences not only the possibility of death, but the constant
danger of a love that is as clandestine as his work. ‘Mother's Boy’ is the story of a
man being shaped for a long, remarkable and revered life spent hiding in plain
sight. But it is equally the story of the dauntless mother who will continue to
shield him long after the dangers of war are past.
Patrick Gale spent his infancy at Wandsworth Prison, which his father governed,
then grew up in Winchester before going to Oxford University. He now lives on a
farm near Land's End and is one of this country's best-loved novelists. His most
recent works include ‘A Perfectly Good Man’, the Richard and
Judy bestseller ‘Notes From An Exhibition’, the Costa
shortlisted ‘A Place Called Winter’ and ‘Take Nothing With
You’. His original BBC television drama, ‘Man In An Orange
Shirt’, was shown to great acclaim in 2017 as part of the BBC's
Queer Britannia series, leading viewers around the world to
discover his novels. Patrick will be in conversation with Jim
Causley (who is a relative of Charles Causley)
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T H U R S D A Y 1 9 M AY
Time

Guest

Event Details

Venue

Ticket
Price

10am - 10:30am

Rachel Walden &
Becky Rowland

Storytelling for 3-5 year
olds

Meet at The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free

10am - 11:30am

Dawn RobinsonWalsh

‘Secret Bude’: Literary
Walk and Talk

Meet at The Bandstand,
The Castle

£7

10am - 12noon

Clair Roberts

Illustration & Bookbinding
Workshop

The Kitchen Front*

£5

10:30 - 11:30am

Michelle Barker
from The
Costume Rooms

c1760s Yellow
Nightgown Handbook

Willoughby Gallery,
The Castle

£3

12noon - 1pm

Rosemary Lee

Painting with Words

Bude Library

£3

1pm - 2pm

Bude Barrel
Rockers

Live Music on The Castle
Lawn

The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free

2pm - 3pm

Kate Werran

An American Uprising in
WWII England: Mutiny in
the Duchy

Bude Library

£3

2pm - 4pm

Clair Roberts

Illustration & Bookbinding
Workshop

The Kitchen Front*

£5

3:30pm - 4:30pm

Tom Hunter

From Geneva to The End
of the Earth

Willoughby Gallery,
The Castle

£3

4:30pm - 5:30pm

Julie Sykes

Woodland Magic for 6-9
year olds

Bude Library

Free

6pm - 7pm

Raynor Winn

An Audience With
(includes book signing)

Ivor Potter Hall,
The Parkhouse Centre

£7

8pm

Andy Parsons

Healing the Nation

Ivor Potter Hall,
The Parkhouse Centre

£15^

Tickets from:
Local Tickets: Spencer Thorn Bookshop, Bude Tourist Information Centre or visit
budelitfest.co.uk. for online purchases. See page 36 for more information.
* Book direct with Clair via clair@thekitchenfront.co.uk. 8yrs + (10 people max per group)
^ Age advisory: 14 yrs.+
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T H U R S D A Y 1 9 M AY
10:00am - 11:30am

10am - 10:30am

Dawn Robinson-Walsh ‘Secret Bude: Literary Walk
and Talk’

Storytelling for
3-5 year olds

Meet at the Bandstand, The Castle

£7
If you thought Bude has few literary links, think again. Local
non-fiction writer, Dawn Robinson-Walsh will link places in
Bude to characters and events in history and literature. Be
prepared to learn more about the beautiful town of Bude
as you walk approximately one mile around Bude’s literary
landmarks.

Meet at The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free Event
Rachel & Becky will share 30
minutes of open air stories,
singing,
signing
and
fun!

10:30am - 11:30am

12noon - 1pm

Michelle Barker ‘C.1760s Yellow
Night-gown
Handbook’

Rosemary Lee - ‘Painting with Words’

Willoughby Gallery,
The Castle

£3
Using her research as a
basis for the book, Michelle
has created a book that
completely studies a gown
from the 1760s, looking at
its original pattern,
construction and 18th
Century techniques.

Bude Library

£3
Rosemary is a traveller who has explored remote
corners of the world for over 50 years, taking
photographs to preserve the memory of notable
places and events. Yet a photograph is only a flat, two
-dimensional image - it is through the words of her
diaries that those memories come to life. In this
illustrated presentation, she will
evoke again some of the most
special moments of her travels,
drawing her audience into the
scene with her, both via images
and the vivid descriptive prose of
her diaries, as recorded in her books.
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T H U R S D A Y 1 9 M AY
10:00am - 12 noon and 2pm - 4pm

Clair Roberts - Illustration & Bookbinding
Workshops
The Kitchen Front, Bark House, Lower Wharf, Bude, EX23 8LG

£5 per 2 hr session (8yrs+) 10 people max per group
Book direct with Clair via clair@thekitchenfront.co.uk

2pm - 3pm

1pm - 2pm

Kate Werran - ‘An American Uprising
in Second World War England:
Mutiny in the Duchy’

Bude Barrel
Rockers

Bude Library

£3
For five fateful minutes in 1943 a small Cornish town
became centre stage to a dramatic ‘wild west’
shoot-out between American G.I's. The sensational
court martial that followed was front page news –
setting off alarm bells in Whitehall and Washington
and prompting
attempts at a cover
up. Discover why –
and prepare for some
surprising revelations
about Britain, race
and the real “special
relationship” in World
War II. Kate Werran
will be joined by her
father, David, for this
very special event.

The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free
Bude Barrel Rockers play
a wide selection of
music and rock ‘n roll.
They collect donations
for local children to buy
musical instruments and
are often to be found on
the Bandstand at the
Castle on Wednesday
mornings during the
summer along with
other events. during
the year.
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T H U R S D A Y 1 9 M AY

3:30pm - 4:30pm

Tom Hunter - ‘From Geneva to
The End of the Earth’
Willoughby Gallery, The Castle

£3
Over the past few years Tom has walked more than
2,000 kilometres from Geneva to Fisterra, in Galicia,
Spain, following the centuries-old pilgrim routes of the
Camino de Santiago. The route took him from Geneva in Switzerland to South
West France, then along the North Spanish coast before cutting inland to
Santiago and Fisterra where the land ends. The walk took 101 days to complete.
In this talk Tom is able to share an account of his journey through diary extracts,
photographs and discussion as he contemplates writing the story of his journey.

4:30pm - 5:30pm

Julie Sykes - ‘Woodland Magic’ (for 6-9yrs)
Bude Library

Free
Come and meet Julie Sykes, author of the Woodland Magic series.
Discover the inspiration behind the books and learn more about
rewilding, and how you can help the environment, with a craftbased activity. Suitable for
children aged 6-9.
Julie Sykes is an award-winning author of over a
hundred books for children of all ages. Her first
book I Don’t Want To Go To Bed sold over two
million copies worldwide.
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T H U R S D A Y 1 9 M AY
6:00pm - 7:30pm

Raynor Winn
Ivor Potter Hall, The Parkhouse Centre
£7
The best-selling author of ‘The Salt Path’ and ‘The Wild
Silence’ returns to Bude to share her experiences and to look ahead to the
publication of her next book which is out in September.
Her first book, ‘The Salt Path’ told the story of
Raynor and her husband Moth, who was
diagnosed with a terminal illness, becoming
homeless after a bad investment and deciding to
walk the 630-mile South West Coast Path. The
book became a Sunday Times bestseller and
remains hugely popular
amongst all lovers of the
Coast Path, inspiring so
many to follow in her
footsteps. Raynor will be
interviewed by Chris Pringle
of Spencer Thorn Bookshop.

Festival Office and
Pop-Up Bookshop

Open daily from 10am
throughout Bude Literary
Festival 18 May - 22 May
Great selection of books from
event authors, as well as a
selection of second-hand
books sold at The Castle and
Bude Library

The Castle, Bude
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T H U R S D A Y 1 9 M AY
8pm

Andy Parsons - ‘Healing the Nation’
Ivor Potter Hall, The Parkhouse Centre

£15 (Age advisory: 14 yrs. +)
"I was in the middle of a UK Tour when theatres had to close
due to lockdown – and the tour was called ‘Healing The Nation’
– so that title worked out well. Admittedly, I could have changed the title but it
still seems strangely appropriate – and some of the gigs have been rescheduled
so it would prove confusing to existing ticketholders if the ticket said “Healing
The Nation” but the show was now called “My Life In Ballet”. So we have the
serially rewritten Healing The Nation tour 2020 now extended into 2022 due to
popular demand but also mainly lack of open theatres. Yet this latest version of
the show is my favourite so far."
Andy has enjoyed huge success as a writer on television, on radio and on the live
comedy stage, as well as being a series regular on the award-winning Mock The
Week (BBC2).
'His delivery multiplies the humour. Big laughs unloading both barrels at British
political and public life' The Guardian

“offering some of the best
café views in Bude!”

Café Limelight at
The Castle, open daily
from 10am until 4:45pm
 Light snacks
 Hot & Cold Drinks
 High Teas
 Picnic boxes to order

The Castle Heritage Centre, The Wharf, Bude
www.thecastlebude.co.uk 01288 357300

 Free picnic lawn area
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F R I D A Y 2 0 M AY
Time

Guest

Event Details

Venue

Ticket
Price

10am - 10:30am

Rachel Walden &
Becky Rowland

Storytelling for 3-5 year
olds

Meet at The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free

10am - 12noon

Dawn RobinsonWalsh & Helen
Shingler

Family History Writing
Workshop

Bude Library

£7

10am - 12noon

Clair Roberts

Illustration & Bookbinding
Workshop

The Kitchen Front*

£5

11am - 12noon

Mark Berridge

History of The Castle

Willoughby Gallery,
The Castle

£3

12:15pm - 1:15pm

Gautam Das

Tender is the Scalpel’s
Edge

Bude Library

£3

1pm - 2pm

Rosa Rebecka

Live Music on The Castle
Lawn

The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free

2pm - 3pm

Liz Shakespeare

The Song of the Skylark

Willoughby Gallery,
The Castle

£3

2pm - 4pm

Clair Roberts

Illustration & Bookbinding
Workshop

The Kitchen Front*

£5

3:30pm - 4:30pm

Gautam Das &
Local Historians

Elizabeth MacArthur: A
Life at the Edge of the
World

Room 2/3,
The Parkhouse Centre

£3

4:30pm - 5:30pm

Ellie Jackson

Duffy’s Lucky Escape and
other stories for 3-6 yrs.

Bude Library

Free

7pm - 8:30pm

The Big Bude Lit
Fest Quiz

Hosted by Martyn
Holehouse

Ivor Potter Hall,
The Parkhouse Centre

£5
each~

9pm - 10:30pm

Gary McCausland The Lyrics of Bob Dylan

Ivor Potter Hall,
The Parkhouse Centre

£5

Tickets from:
Local Tickets: Spencer Thorn Bookshop, Bude Tourist Information Centre or visit
budelitfest.co.uk.for online purchases. See page 36 for more information.
* Book direct with Clair via clair@thekitchenfront.co.uk 8yrs + (10 people max per group)
~ Under 18’s free entry. Ticket includes a drink and nibbles for your table.
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F R I D A Y 2 0 M AY
10:00am - 12noon

10am - 10:30am

Dawn Robinson-Walsh &
Helen Shingler - ‘Family
History Writing Workshop’

Storytelling for
3-5 year olds

Bude Library

£7
In recent years, Dawn tutored two writing groups in Bude.
This writing workshop will be based around how to
research and write up your family history, so it becomes a
wonderful story to pass on to your future generations,
rather than just a collection of dates. Dawn RobinsonWalsh is a non-fiction writer and has written three
commissioned local history books on Bude: ‘Bude Through
Time’, ‘Bude in Old Postcards’ and ‘Secret Bude’, plus one
about a Bude resident, tarot artist Pamela Colman Smith, a
book born from her own driven interest and research.
Dawn is currently involved in a community social history
project.

Meet at The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free Event
Rachel & Becky will
share 30 minutes of
open air stories, singing,
signing and fun!

11am - 12noon

Mark Berridge - ‘History of The Castle’
Willoughby Gallery, The Castle

£3
Mark reveals the colourful lives of the different residents of The Castle since it was
built in 1830, picking out key facts and notable events from their time at The
Castle and how these individuals played a part in the community of Bude. The talk
will also touch on when the Council took over through to the creation of the
Heritage Centre we see today. Mark has been the Manager of The Castle now for
almost six years where he has strived to make it a place where people want to
visit time and again. His moto has always been, ‘There’s always something going
on at The Castle’, thus making it a hub of culture.
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F R I D A Y 2 0 M AY
10:00am - 12 noon and 2pm - 4pm

Clair Roberts - Illustration & Bookbinding
Workshops
The Kitchen Front, Bark House, Lower Wharf, Bude, EX23 8LG

£5 per 2 hr session (8yrs+) 10 people max per group
Book direct with Clair via clair@thekitchenfront.co.uk

12:15pm - 1:15pm

1pm - 2pm

Gautam Das - ‘Tender is the
Scalpel’s Edge’

Rosa Rebecka

Bude Library

£3

This medical memoir
shares glimpses from
the casebook of a
British Consultant
Surgeon in the NHS.
Gautam Das, born in Calcutta, started his
NHS career at Plymouth General Hospital
43 years ago. Having spent most of
his working life in London, he has
returned to Devon & Cornwall to
retire and write about what it has
been like as a surgeon in the NHS,
and the many changes he has seen.

The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free
Devon-based Swedish
singer/songwriter Rosa
weaves together songs
and stories of love and
hope from the different
cultures that intertwine
to form the background
to her own musical
landscape.
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F R I D A Y 2 0 M AY
2pm - 3pm

Liz Shakespeare - ‘The Song of the Skylark’
Willoughby Gallery, The Castle

£3
Liz Shakespeare has written six books inspired by the people, the
history and the landscapes of North Devon. Her most
recent, The Song of the Skylark, is set in 1842. Based on a true
story, it shines a light on the history of farming and chapel
communities in Devon, describing the lives of a young brother
and sister sent to work as parish apprentices on a remote farm.
When a series of failed harvests makes life intolerable, the pair
make a daring bid for change which brings them face to face
with the heartless judicial system of early Victorian England.

3:30pm - 4:30pm

Elizabeth MacArthur - ‘A Life at the Edge
of the World’
Room 2/3, The Parkhouse Centre

£3
Gautam Das and local historians from Bridgerule share the
amazing story of Elizabeth MacArthur of Bridgerule and
New South Wales. Elizabeth Macarthur was born in
Bridgerule in 1766 and raised in the local vicarage. She married John Macarthur
of Plymouth and the couple undertook a hazardous voyage for the colony of
New South Wales in 1790. There they overcame obstacles to establish
thriving 43,000 acre farm and were pioneers in the Australian wool industry
with its famous merino product. The couple are commemorated in Australia
with dollar bills and coinage.
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F R I D A Y 2 0 M AY
4:30pm - 5:30pm

Ellie Jackson - ‘Duffy’s Lucky Escape’ and
other stories for 3-6 year olds
Bude Library

Free
Environmental author, Ellie Jackson reads one of her incredible true Wild Tribe
Heroes books. Learn all about the animals involved, discover what issues they
are facing and be inspired about what we can all do to help! Books will be
available to purchase for £8 each and Ellie will sign copies of all books if you have
any at home to bring in.

7:00pm - 8:30pm

9pm - 10:30pm

The Big Bude Lit
Fest Quiz hosted by

Gary McCausland - ‘The
Lyrics of Bob Dylan’

Martyn Holehouse
Ivor Potter Hall,

Ivor Potter Hall,
The Parkhouse Centre

The Parkhouse Centre

£5

£5 each (under 18s free)

Gary has a passion for music of all genres and especially
the timeless work of Bob Dylan who won the Nobel
Prize for Literature in 2016. Gary is honoured to be
chosen to pay tribute to an artist who has so
significantly helped shape his own creative path, both
musically and lyrically and is proud to present to the
public an evening dedicated to his influence, still
reverberating in the music of today. Singer-songwriter
Gary McCausland is based in Bude and has performed
at many venues across the country. He also teaches
guitar and other instruments locally, to all ages and
abilities, both individually and as a guest teacher at
guitar retreat workshops.

A Fun Family Quiz with
questions to suit all ages.
A variety of genres –
someone on your team
will know the answer!
Generous prizes for the
winners. Bring a group or
join a table and make
new friends. Raising funds
for Friends of Bude Sea
Pool through a raffle. 8
people max at a table.
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S A T U R D A Y 2 1 M AY
Time

Guest

Event Details

Venue

Ticket
Price

9:30am - 10:30am

Emily
Hamilton

Craft Workshop & Storytime
for 3-6 year olds

Bude Library

Free

10am - 11:30am

Dawn
Robinson-Walsh

‘Secret Bude’: Literary Walk
and Talk

Meet at The Bandstand,
The Castle

£7

10:30am - 11:30am Jonathan Ball

The Winds Call No Man Sir

Willoughby Gallery,
The Castle

£3

12noon - 1pm

Ellen Hawley

Other People Manage

Bude Library

£3

1pm - 2pm

Mariners Away

Live Music on The Castle
Lawn

The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free

2pm - 3pm

John Hayes

Greco Files

Bude Library

£3

3:30pm - 4:30pm

David Thorn

The Thorn Photographers of
Bude - 1850s To 1932

Willoughby Gallery,
The Castle

£3

3:30pm - 4:30pm

Henry Normal

Comedy Writing Workshop

Blanchminster Gallery,
The Castle

£7*^

4:30pm - 5:15pm

Energia Samba
Band

Live Music at The Bude Light

Bude Light,
The Castle

Free

5:30pm - 6:30pm

Afra Kingdon

The Little Mermaid & The
Great Big Factory

The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free

8pm

Henry Normal

The Escape Plan

Ivor Potter Hall,
The Parkhouse Centre

£7

Tickets from:
Local Tickets: Spencer Thorn Bookshop, Bude Tourist Information Centre or visit
budelitfest.co.uk.for online purchases. See page 36 for more information.
*^ Beginners and experienced writers welcome
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S A T U R D A Y 2 1 M AY
9:30am - 10:30am

Emily Hamilton Craft Workshop &
Storytime for 3-6
year olds
Bude Library

Free

10:00am - 11:30am

A self-taught illustrator, Emily Hamilton, from North
Devon, loves to transport herself into the world of
children’s books. She is the much-loved illustrator of
the bestselling picture book, ’The World Made a
Rainbow’, which was read for Save the Children last
year by David Tennant. This workshop for 3-6yrs and
their families will explore a joyful uplifting new
picture book called ‘Thank You
for the Little Things’ by Caryl
Hart which she has illustrated. It
is about the little things that
make us smile.

Dawn RobinsonWalsh - ‘Secret
Bude - Literary
Walk and Talk’

Bude Tourist
Information Centre
The Crescent, Bude
Tel: 01288 354240
Books, Guides, Leaflets,
Gifts, Maps & Souvenirs

Meet at the Bandstand,
The Castle

£7
If you thought Bude has
few literary links, think
again. Local non-fiction
writer, Dawn RobinsonWalsh will link places in
Bude to characters and
events in history and
literature. This Walk & Talk
will include a fascinating,
rare visit to characterful
Ebbingford Manor, home
to the prominent Dudley
Stamp family. Be prepared
to learn more about the
beautiful town of Bude as
you walk approx. one mile
around Bude’s literary
landmarks.
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S A T U R D A Y 2 1 M AY
10:30am - 11:30am

Jonathan Ball - ‘The Winds Call No Man Sir’
Willoughby Gallery, The Castle

£3

‘The Winds Call No Man Sir’
is published by Footsteps
Press and is an autobiographical account of a
Cornish childhood. Jonathan Ball MBE, the
Cornish co-founder of The Eden Project,
reveals the stories of his childhood days back
in 1950s Bude. Jonathan will be interviewed
by Clair Roberts of The Kitchen Front.
12noon - 1pm

1pm - 2pm

Ellen Hawley - ‘Other
People Manage’

Mariners Away

Bude Library

Free

£3
Ellen Hawley is an American transplant to North
Cornwall. She has taught writing and worked as an
editor, a cab driver, a radio talk-show host, a
waitress, an assembler, a janitor, a file clerk, and
for four fun-filled hours a receptionist. Other
People Manage is her first British publication. She
has published three novels in the United
States, The Divorce Diet, Open Line, and Trip
Sheets. Ellen will be interviewed by Helen Shingler.

The Bandstand,
The Castle

All the way from South
Zeal, sea shanty group
‘Mariners
Away’
was
formed 14 years ago, long
before the current global
craze for sea shanties.
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S A T U R D A Y 2 1 M AY
2pm - 3pm

John Hayes - ‘Greco Files’
Bude Library

£3
'A Love Letter to Greece' is how one review on the publisher's
website described Greco Files. Part memoir and part commentary, it
traces the real-life experiences of a couple of retired British teachers
as they fashion a new chapter in their lives in a Greek village as the
21st century unfolds. If you're an avid reader, a closet author, a fan
of Greece, a 'place in the sun' dreamer or simply curious, this
presentation will suit you.

3:30pm - 4:30pm

David Thorn - ‘The Thorn Photographers
of Bude - 1850s to 1932’
Willoughby Gallery, The Castle

£3
The Thorn photographers were pioneers of the art in Bude. They took the first
ever photographs of the area from Tintagel to Clovelly, making an enormous
contribution to Cornish history. Harry Thorn was the first photographer in Bude,
in the 1850s. He started a career in photography from very little and became
accomplished at the new art. He was a true pioneer for Bude in a field with many
hazards, particularly the chemicals used, which probably lead to his early
demise, at the age of 38, in 1876. In the 1860s he was joined by his sister Sarah,
brother Samuel Jnr, later his niece Nellie and Jake Harrison, who carried on the
business after his death until 1932. See the earliest images of the area as it
actually was. A recent book about their work is being reprinted and expected to
be available soon. David will be interviewed by Chris Pringle of Spencer Thorn
Bookshop.

28

S A T U R D A Y 2 1 M AY
3:30pm - 4:30pm

Comedy Writing Workshop with Henry Normal
Blanchminster Gallery, The Castle

£7
For those interested in writing comedy for radio, TV,
film or performance. BAFTA award-winning comedy
producer and writer Henry Normal explores the tips to
successful comedy writing, drawing on over 30 years’
professional experience. Beginners and experienced
writers welcome.

4:30pm - 5:15pm

5:30pm - 6:30pm

Energia Samba
Band

Afra Kingdon - ‘The
Little Mermaid and
The Great Big Factory’
- A Marine Conservation Story Book

Bude Light, The Castle
Free
What
is
Samba?
Samba combines the
hypnotic drumming of
Africa with the rhythm,
energy and colour of a
Brazilian carnival. This
lively group enjoys
providing samba fun for
everyone!

The Bandstand, The Castle

Free

Afra Kingdon and her donkey have been
litter-picking on Bude’s beaches. It was
there they met a peculiar creature: a
mermaid on a serious mission to clean up
our oceans. Come join them – if you hear
a loud bray and a soft,
velvety nose pick-pocket you,
you’ll know you’re there!
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S A T U R D A Y 2 1 M AY
8pm

Henry Normal - ‘The Escape Plan’
Ivor Potter Hall, The Parkhouse Centre

£7
An evening of pure escape with stories, jokes and poems from writer, poet and
TV and film producer Henry Normal. Featuring all your favourite poems from his
BBC Radio 4 series and his seven poetry collections.
Henry co-created and co-wrote the first series of The Royle Family. He also
co-wrote the Mrs Merton Show, Paul and Pauline Calf Video Diaries, Coogan's
Run and the film ‘The Parole Officer’. In June 2017 he was honoured with a
special BAFTA for services to Television. Since retiring from TV in April 2016
Henry has written and performed six BBC Radio 4 shows combining comedy,
poetry and stories about bringing up his autistic son.

'Dovetails bittersweet poetry with a sublimely observant wit' The Guardian
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S U N D A Y 2 2 M AY
Time

Guest

Event Details

Venue

Ticket
Price

10am - 10:30am

Rachel Walden &
Becky Rowland

Storytelling for 3-5 year
olds

Meet at The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free

10am - 11:00am

Lyndsey Gribble

Modern Calligraphy
Taster Sessions

Blanchminster Gallery,
The Castle

£7

11:30am - 12:30pm Lyndsey Gribble

Modern Calligraphy
Taster Sessions

Blanchminster Gallery,
The Castle

£7

12noon - 1pm

Paul Wreyford

A Celebration of Christian Willoughby Gallery,
Literature
The Castle

£3

1pm - 2pm

The Bencoolen
Wreckers

Live Music on The Castle
Lawn

The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free

2pm - 3pm

Natalie Fée

How to Save the World
for Free

Ivor Potter Hall,
The Parkhouse Centre

£3

3:30pm - 4:30pm

Clair Roberts and
Dawn RobinsonWalsh

Bude Social History
Project: ‘Ration years
and Lockdown’ A Community Book
Launch

Ivor Potter Hall,
The Parkhouse Centre

Free

5pm - 6:15pm

David Mynne

The Odyssey (Greek
Stuff!) ‘Open Air Theatre’

The Falcon Hotel
(The Garden)

£7**^

7:30pm

Rob Auton (with
support from
Natalie Fée and
Angus Barr

I Strongly Believe in
Incredible Things

The Falcon Hotel
(Acland Suite)

£7

Tickets from:
Local Tickets: Spencer Thorn Bookshop, Bude Tourist Information Centre or visit
budelitfest.co.uk.for online purchases. See page 36 for more information.
**^ Age Advisory 12 yrs.+
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S U N D A Y 2 2 M AY
10am - 11am and 11:30am - 12:30pm

10am - 10:30am

Lyndsey Gribble ‘Modern Calligraphy Taster Sessions’

Storytelling for
3-5 year olds

Blanchminster Gallery, The Castle

Meet at The Bandstand,

£7 (per 1 hour session)

The Castle

Join Lyndsey from Wild Sea Calligraphy for an introduction
to modern calligraphy. During the workshop you’ll be able
to experiment with letter formation and simple phrases
using contemporary calligraphic styles. Lyndsey Gribble is
the author of The
Calligraphy Ideas Book
and runs workshops
both online and in
person across the
South West. After the
session you will be
able to purchase your materials to keep. 12yrs+

Free Event
Rachel & Becky will share
30 minutes of open air
stories, singing, signing
and fun!

A Summer of Open Air Theatre
28 May—27 Aug 2022
22 professional theatre performances for all ages
Illyria, Miracle, The HandlesBards, The Three Inch Fools, The Pantaloons, Humahah, BoxTree
The Last Baguette, Heartbreak, The Duke’s, Sun & Moon, Festival Players, David Mynne
With performances at Ebbingford Manor, Little Pig farm shop & Café, Crackington Institute,

Stowe Barton (NT), Sandymouth (NT) and Norton Barton Artisan Food Village
(Plus The Beach Boyz Tribute band on Friday 29th July at Ebbingford Manor)
Tickets on sale by 1st April via WeGotTickets, Bude TIC, and Local Shops in Bude
info@northcoastarts.co.uk 01288 356537

32

S U N D A Y 2 2 M AY
12noon - 1pm

Paul Wreyford - ‘A Celebration of Christian Literature’
Willoughby Gallery, The Castle

£3
Paul Wreyford, author of theological fantasy novel, What Happened after Mr Jones Died,
presents readings from classic Christian works; from Les Misérables to Narnia, plus
inspirational poems, quotations and more. This will be an informal and fun event (not
highbrow) for anyone who appreciates good literature with a Christian message. Bring your
own favourite reading, poem or Bible verse to share during an ‘open-mic’ session.

2pm - 3pm

1pm - 2pm

Natalie Fée - ‘How
to Save the World
for Free’

The Bencoolen
Wreckers

Ivor Potter Hall,
The Parkhouse Centre

£3
We know that a better world is possible. One where
we all get to breathe clean air, marvel at the
abundance of wildlife and enjoy life without worrying
if it's about to self-destruct. But how do we get there?
Can it be easy, fun and free? In her talk, awardwinning environmental campaigner, author, speaker
and founder/CEO of City to Sea, Natalie Fée, will
address those questions, whilst sharing practical tips
from her book, How to Save the World for Free. She’ll
invite you to face and embrace the challenges of the
ecological crisis and give you tools and inspiration to
support you on your personal journey to live a more
sustainable, regenerative life.

The Bandstand,
The Castle

Free
The Bencoolen Wreckers
was formed in 2011 and
now consists of eight
friends
who
enjoy
singing a mix of Cornish
songs and sea shanties.
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S U N D A Y 2 2 M AY
3:30pm - 4:30pm

Bude Social History Project: ‘Ration Years and
Lockdown’ - A Community Book Launch
Ivor Potter Hall, The Parkhouse Centre

Free
Clair Roberts of The Kitchen Front and Dawn Robinson-Walsh Bude & Beyond, plus a local
team, will launch this special two-year community book project which is a not-for-profit,
multi-generational, community social history project. It has not gone unnoticed that the
behaviour of people during the global pandemic and lockdown mirrored that of a nation
in crisis during WWII and the continued rationing after the war. Bude is unique in its
experience during both times. Stories will be collated from The WWII ration years and the
2020-2022 pandemic, plus tales of traditions, values, skills, memories, photographs,
interviews and recipes from two pivotal times, to create a full colour hard back
community book. This is your chance to hear examples of such stories and to be inspired
to get involved in this exciting community project.

5pm - 6:15pm

David Mynne presents: ‘The Odyssey (Greek Stuff!) Open Air Theatre’
The Falcon Hotel (In the garden unless very wet)

£7 Age Advisory 12yrs+
Veteran Cornish actor David Mynne presents: ‘The Odyssey’ adapted by Simon Harvey,
David Mynne and poetry from Anna Maria Murphy. To Hell and back again. Gods and
Monsters. And a love story that lasts decades. This is proper Greek stuff (sex, swords,
sandals) and all the boring bits removed! A host of characters – including a one-eyed
Cyclops, Circe the Sexy Sorceress and the terrifying Sea God Poseidon – will conjure up a
mighty storm and keep you on the edge of your seat.
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S U N D A Y 2 2 M AY
7:30pm

Rob Auton (with Natalie Fée & Angus Barr)
‘I Strongly Believe in Incredible Things’
The Falcon Hotel (Acland Suite)

£7
Bude Literary Festival ends with an evening of poetic comedy
and music:
‘I Strongly Believe in Incredible Things’ is a book
of poetic prose, musings, short stories and biro
drawings by award-winning writer, comedian,
artist and podcaster Rob Auton. Unique,
enchanting and utterly life affirming, it is a book
of breathing space that gives oxygen to
rediscovering the beauty of living on earth with
the aim of fuelling people to return to the
coal-face of everyday life with optimism and wonder in their pockets. From
bubble wrap to killer whales, frog spawn to empathy, hand-dryers to parents, ‘I
Strongly Believe in Incredible Things’ wants to take you on a journey back to the
incredible planet we live on.
Plus support from Natalie Fée & Angus Barr
Join Natalie Fée (founder of City to Sea and author of
‘How to Save the World for Free’) and Angus Barr
(theatre-maker, comic songwriter and environmental
activist) for 30 minutes of musical merriment on the
environment (can that really be funny?) and their
relationship during lockdown (surely that can't be
funny either?). Expect adult songs made child-friendly,
tips on how to be greener and some familiar tunes set
to the twinkly-twangly sounds of Angus's banjolele.
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HOW TO BOOK TICKETS
You will need a ticket for all events and workshops, even free events. (except
The Bandstand and Bude Light Music events, which requires an RSVP)

Online
Book tickets online via budelitfest.co.uk. There will be a 10% booking fee and
tickets will be sent to your email address. These can then be printed or shown
on your phone for entry into the event.

In Person
You can also buy tickets in person at the following venues:
Spencer Thorn Ltd,
Belle Vue,
Bude,
Cornwall
EX23 8JS
T: 01288 352518

Bude Tourist Information Centre,
The Crescent,
Bude,
Cornwall
EX23 8LE
T: 01288 354240

Tickets (if available) will also be available on the door (Cash only).

Registered Disabled
If you are a registered disabled visitor and require a chaperone, a free ticket
can be obtained at the time of booking. If you have any queries, please call
01288 357305

Event Times
Events will start on time, please allow plenty of time to arrive, park and be
seated before the event starts.

Booking Conditions
For a full copy of our terms and conditions,
please visit: budelitfest.co.uk.
We cannot refund money or exchange
tickets except in the case of a cancelled
event.
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HOW TO GET HERE
Venues for the Literary Festival are
situated around Bude Wharf. Across the
road from the wharf is Bude Tourist
Information Centre (Sat Nav: EX23 8LE),
situated just off The Strand, right by the
canal and a brief stroll from our main
beaches and the town itself. For other
routes, or those without digital
directions to Bude, here are our travel
recommendations:

By car
Leave the M5 at Junction 27, and follow
the road past Barnstaple, Bideford and
straight into Bude on the Atlantic
Highway. You can also spend longer on
the M5 and leave the motorway at
Exeter.

By train
From the North, the London Paddington
to Penzance line is a fast and reliable
service. You can alight at Exeter
St David’s Station and catch the bus to
Bude, or continue on to Okehampton
and catch a bus to Bude. When you get
to us, alight at The Strand, which is in
the main town centre. Then head
towards The Wharf (see map).
To find all the latest train information,
visit raileasy.co.uk
To find all the latest bus information,
visit travelinesw.com

For more details
and links to other
websites, visit
Bude Tourist
Information
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USEFUL INFORMATION
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Arrival Times

Food/Refreshments

Please arrive in plenty of time for your event,
especially if you have to find a parking
space . Doors will open approximately 20
minutes before the event starts.

Delicious refreshments and snacks are
available at Café Limelight in The Castle.
There are also a multitude of food and drink
establishments around the town, close to all
the Festival events.

COVID-19
Please be assured that we will follow all
government guidelines during the festival.
Once tickets are sold, if there should be any
changes to seating and/or social distancing,
we will notify you via your email address or
telephone number. Information will also be
on our website.

Festival Office &
Pop-up Bookshop
During the Festival, there will be a Festival
office based at The Castle that will sell
author books and deal with any enquiries.
There will also be a pop-up second hand
bookshop on The Castle lawn. Cash Only
purchases

Parking
There are a number of public pay and display
car parks around the venues in Bude for you
to use. These are pointed out on the map in
this brochure.

Book Signings
Authors will sign books after some events
and books will be available to purchase.
Author books will also be available to
purchase at The Festival Office at The Castle.

Toilets
Toilets, including disabled facilities will be
available at The Castle (use these toilets for
events at The Bandstand, Bude Light and
Bude Library) and The Parkhouse Centre.
There are additional public toilets at Bude
Tourist Information Centre and Summerleaze
Beach car park.

Disabled Access
The Bude Literary Festival welcomes
everyone. If you are registered disabled and
need a chaperone/care assistant, then
please see our booking information
regarding tickets.
The Castle Lawn around The Bandstand area
may be uneven. There are pathways around
the Lawn for better access, but please ask
one of our volunteers for assistance if
needed. Other venues will be wheelchair
accessible. It is our priority to ensure all
ticket holders have access to the Festival.

Phone:
01288 357305
Email:
thecastle@bude-stratton.gov.uk
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With sincere thanks to
· All the artists – for being keen to be part of this first Bude Literary Festival
· All our ‘Bookworms’ – local volunteers who have made the Festival possible
· Spencer Thorn Bookshop – for valued sponsorship, advice and support

· All the staff in all the venues – for giving everyone such a warm welcome
· All the local schools who have hosted free workshops with writers and performers
· Everyone who has attended an event or workshop or enjoyed the music in The Castle
Grounds
· Staff at the Bude TIC and Spencer Thorn for selling the tickets.
· Bude & Stratton Town Council for initiating and supporting the Festival.
· Mark Berridge and Luna Redhead from The Castle & Cal Irish for designing, marketing
and leading the project.

· North Coast Arts – for programming the Festival

